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GABON 


Bongo Comments on Economy, Israel, Angola 
AB031020 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1230 GMT 1 Jul 87 


[Excerpts] The economic crisis, Israeli-African ties, and the 
situation in Angola — these are some of the topics that domi- 
nated President Omar Bongo’s news conference in Libreville 
yesterday. The Gabonese head of state, whose country has been 
fully affected by the economic crisis, first spoke at length on the 
way to reduce the effects of the crisis in collaboration with the 
IMF. 


[Begin Bongo recording] We are obligated to work with the IMF. 
For those who believe in the future of our country, we decided 
that we needed to reduce some of the country’s burden; and we 
did so. We also needed to revive the economy. But, in order to 
revive the economy, we ought to pay some debts in order to begin 
afresh. We therefore thought that it was normal that instead of 
going to borrow from the international market, which would be 
more expensive for us, it was better to ask the people of Gabon 
to accept a 3 percent deduction from their salaries at an interest 
rate of 7.50 percent. It is a matter of the credibility of our 
country. 


What will this 3 percent be used for? For the first year, this 3 
percent will yield about 15 billion [CFA francs] and I am sure we 
can get this amount. Later, toward the end of 1987 and in 1988, 
it will be 12 billion. In 1989 or 1990, we will begin repaying. As 
I have said, it is simply a matter of the confidence that the 
Gabonese have in their head of state who is asking them to pay 
— to lend to the state — 3 percent of their salary. And since this 
3 percent will be repaid to them, there were even some people 
who told me that instead of 3 percent can you ask for 6 percent 
as (?it is a saving’ It is a compulsory saving for us. I said no, it 
is 3 percent and we cannot take 6 percent. [end recording] 
[passage omitted] 


Another aspect of the Gabonese president's news briefing was the 
resumption of diplomatic relations between Israel and Africa. As 
you know, Gabon is not among the states that have resumed 
relations with Jerusalem. Will he resume relations with Jerusa- 
lem? He defers discussion on the Israeli breakthrough in Africa 
until the next OAU summit meeting. Here is Omar Bongo's 
answer: 


[Begin recording] Israel has made a breakthrough in Africa. I do 
not think this is important to me. I need not ask any questions. 
If I have a question to ask at all, all I could say is that we have 
made a unanimous decision — with a majority vote — to break 
and to suspend our relations with Israel. 


Some states have resumed their relations with Israel and this is 
normal for them, since we also need to do the same thing, like 
those states, to maintain our position. This is the point | would 
like to make, if need be. I say that if this is necessary, but I do 
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not find it necessary because it is an issue that depends on the 
sovereignty of each country. Those who wish to resume ties with 
Israel do so. But as far as Gabon is concerned, once again, I say 
that Gabon is not ready to resume its dilomatic relations with 
Israel before this question, as you have asked, is discussed at the 
level of the OAU. This is so because we do not want to be 
defeatists. Let us therefore wait. We have a PLO representation 
here in Gabon. We can therefore put all things together. Yester- 
day, we suspended our relations, and I repeat that we suspended 
our relations with Israel. Today, we have accepted a PLO repre- 
sentation in our country. Tomorrow or the next day, we will say 
something else. The others will not understand us and they will 
not take us seriously. I prefer to be the last person rather than 
being the first in the rush. In fact, I will not gain anything from 
that. [end recording] 


Ivory Coast decided recently to suspend the payment of its 
external debt. Omar Bongo justified the measure, which is due 
to the deterioration in the terms of trade and the fall in the cost 
of cocoa and coffee, but said that he would not follow the Ivorian 
example. 


The Gabonese head of state also talked about the Gulf war, 
Chad, and Angola and vehemently condemned the superpowers 
which fan the Iran-Iraq war by sending arms to the Gulf. 
Touching on the Chad-Libya war, Omar Bongo called for unity, 
and the return of the Chadian opponents to Chad in order to 
rebuild their nation. 


In conclusion, speaking about Angola, the Gabonese president 
said that he can play a mediatory role in settling the conflict 
between the ruling MPLA-LABOR Party and Savimbi’s 
UNITA and South Africa, and that he is ready to discuss the 
issue with President Reagan during his visit to the United States 
this month. Listen to President Bongo: 


[Begin recording] The U.S. policy on the People’s Repubiic of 
Angola is not altogether bad. It is therefore normal that the 
friends of the United States as well as Angola's — they are the 
same states — should make an effort to play a role and it is this 
role that we want to play with the help of other countries. 


We received Secretary of State Crocker with whom we held 
many discussions. This enabled him to go to Angola. I went to 
Angola and the Angolan president came here. If I am going to 
the United States and as I know the Angolan problem, it is 
obvious that I will discuss it with the U.S. President. It is normal. 
And if before I get to the United States, decisions have been 
made, — and this is what I fear — I will express my regret to the 
President of the United States. 


At any rate, it is true that we are always working positively for 
the closeness of relations between the United States and Angola 
because the United States has not recognized the People’s 
Republic of Angola. The least of things is to first recognize this 
republic, because if it was recognized by the United States, many 
things would have 2n effect or a result which could also be of 
advantage to all the Angolan people. [end recording] 
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ETHIOPIA 
Eritrean Liberation Front Issues Claims 
‘Atrocities’ by Ethiopean Army 


AU021245 Paris AFP in English 1238 GMT 2 Jul 87 
[Spelling of Ethiopian place names as received] 


[Text] Paris, July 2(AFP) — The Ethiopian Army massacred 26 
farm workers near two villages 60 kilometres (35 miles) south of 
Barentu in the province of Western Eritrea, northern Ethiopia, 
on June 26, the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF) 
claimed here Thursday. 


The EPLF, principal armed rebel movement seeking autonomy 
for Eritrea, said in a statement that “16 innocent civilians 
working in the fields” near the village of Adi Jemal and 10 others 
near Haikota were killed in “broad daylight” by government 
troops. 


It claimed there had been other “atrocities and reprisals” in 
recent weeks by troops on civilians in Eritrea, including the 
killing of 16 people at the villages of Denagule and Lalay Anseba, 
in Western Eritrea, in the first week of June, and the killing of 
six people at Adi Hadid, in Akeleguzayi province, on June 24. 


219 Ethiopian Soldiers Killed 
LDO031501 Paris International Service in French 
1245 GMT 3 Jul 87 


[Text] Two hundred and nineteen Ethiopian soldiers were killed 
and 4 Ethiopian Army posts destroyed last Sunday during an 
attack by the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front, the EPLF. This 
is stated in a military communique issued by the organization in 
Paris. During the battle the EPLF claims to have taken 60 
prisoners. 


KENYA 


Ugandan ‘Suspects’ Released To Show Goodwill 
LDO21122 Nairobi KENYA TIMES in English 
2 Jul 87 p 6 


[Text] The KANU Government, guided and inspired by Presi- 
dent Daniel Arap Moi’s pragmatic statesmanship, has once again 
proved the point that Kenya, in all sincerity, adheres to the letter 
and spirit of good neighborliness and also firmly believes in 
practical pan-African brotherhood. 


This irrefutable stance was reflected in the statement issued by 
the Office of the President on Tuesday disclosing that over 70 
Ugandan suspects, some of whom had been arrested on Kenyan 
soil while obviously on suspicious errands, had been released by 
the Kenya Government unconditionally. 


It is, indeed, interesting to note that four of our Ugandan 
brethren were members of the country’s National Resistance 
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Army. It is also interesting and unnerving to note that 69 of the 
number were women. 


Needless to pry into the nature of the varied assignments on 
which the Ugandan suspects had been deployed by their govern- 
ment or institutions, it is equally interesting to take note of the 
fact that such a large number of potential and actual spies had 
been planted in Kenya. 


What we are all happy about is that there is now building up a 
meaningful thaw in Kenya-Uganda relations, and it is to be 
hoped that the momentum will be maintained bilaterally. 


Earlier, the Ugandan authorities had set free a small number of 
Kenyans who had strayed across the common border. The same 
authorities will now hopefully make a thorough search at various 
police stations around the country with a view to ascertaining 
that there are no more innocent Kenyan nationals still being held 
unlawfully. 


There are, of course, many ways in which the two countries could 
further mend and improve inter-state relations. These include 
occasional consultations between officials of the two countries 
and the revival of inter-ministerial consu)tations at various levels. 


Enemies of African unity abroad had been delighted by the 
temporary souring of relations between the two countries. We 
should all now be extremely watchful and vigilant lest the same 
enemies invent a new wedge to use for their own selfish ends. 


UGANDA 


‘Rebel’ Groups Announce ‘United Front’ 
EA031042 Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
3 Jul 87 p 32 


[Nation reporter article: “Ugandan Rebels Unite”] 


[Excerpts] Two Ugandan rebel movements announced yesterday 
that they have formed a united front against President Yoweri 
Musevenis National Resistance movement. 


A joint statement issued in Nairobi last night by the Uganda 
People’s Democratic Movement [UPDM ]and the Federal Demo- 
cratic Movement [Fedemo}, said its interim chairman ‘s a former 
prime minister in the ousted Dr Milton Obote government, Mr 
E. Otema Alimadi. [passage omitted] 


Yesterday’s statement by UPDM and Fedemo said the united 
front under one command to wage a liberation struggle was 
formed on Ist July. 


The struggle “became necessary because of Mr Museveni's 
stubborn refusal to hold talks with those Ugandans who wished 
to have peace and give the people of Uganda their natural right 
to elect their leaders,” the front’s foilowers in Uganda. 


The joint communique was signed by Mr Alimadi and Mr 
Luwero and witnessed by Mr J. Ocitti and Mr Joseph Lubega. 


Vill, 7 Jul 87 


ANGOLA 


Portuguese Foreign Minister Arrives for Talks 
MBO031352 Luanda Domestic Service in Pori« «uese 
1200 GMT 3 Jul 87 


[Text] Portuguese Foreign Minister Pires de Miranda arrived in 
Luanda this morning at the head of a government delegation to 
take part in the proceedings of the third session of the Angola- 
Portugal Joint Cooperation Commission. Angolan External 
Relations Minister Comrade Afonso van Dunem Mbinda wel- 
comed Minister Pires de Miranda, who expressed optimism over 
the current state of the diplomatic relations between Angola and 
Portugal: 


[Begin Miranda recording] Both governments have made tremen- 
dous efforts to overcome the problems that inevitably emerged 
following Angola’s independence. Fortunately, all this has been 
overcome, and relations (?are good). This was proved by the 
(? Angolan external relations) minister’s visit to Lisbon and the 
forthcoming visit to Lisbon by the Angolan president. I would 
say that the initial problems have been overcome and that our 
relations will be fruitful. [end recording] 


On Portugal’s stand on South Africa’s continued aggression 
against the People’s Republic of Angola, Minister Miranda said: 


[Begin Miranda recording] As you know, we have always con- 
demned apartheid and a"’ forms of interference. This is unaccep- 
table, and we vehemently condemn such actions. We hope 
common sense will prevail, and that the Namibian problem may 
be solved. We hope that peace returns to this region, so that a 
rich country like Angola may have development and prosperity. 
All Portuguese hope that Angola will have a successful future. 


We have always stated that we, perhaps better than other coun- 
tries, understand the prevailing situation in this region. We have 
been at the Angolan Government's disposal to assist it in making 
other countries and international organizations understand the 
situation and help find a solution. [end recording} 


In addition to the third session of the Portuguese-Angolan Joint 
Cooperation Commission, Minister Miranda will be received by 
several Angolan Government officials with whom he will discuss 
bilateral political and economic issues. The session, which was 
organized by a group of experts from both countries, will begin 
this afternoon. The experts will discuss issues such as the current 
state of trade cooperation and appropriate ways to increase trade 
exchanges. 


Cooperation Talks Begin 
MB040619 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 4 Jul 87 


[Text] Portuguese and Angolan Government delegations have 
been holding discussions in Luanda since yesterday on cooper- 
ation issues between the two countries within the framework of 
the third session of the Angola-Portugal Joint Cooperation Com- 
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mission. The main issues being discussed are trade relations, 
financia! issues, and cooperation among enterprises. 


The delegations are led by the Angolan Finance Minister 
Augusto Teixeira de Matos and Portuguese Foreign Minister 
Pires de Miranda. The Angolan delegation includes Sousa San- 
tos, deputy finance minister; Antonio Santos, deputy minister of 
external trade; Cunha Neto, deputy governor of the Angolan 
National Bank; and Mwaete Joao Baptista, Angolan ambassador 
to Portugal. 


The Portuguese delegation includes Luis Cordeiro Silva, secre- 
tary of state for external trade; Manuel de Carvalho Fernandes, 
secretary of state for treasury; and Pinto da Franca, Portuguese 
ambassador to Luanda. 


Miranda Meets Ministers 
MBO041416 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 4 Jul 87 


[Excerpt] This morning, Portuguese Foreign Minister Pires de 
Miranda was received in separate audiences by Pedro de Castro 
Van-Dunem Loy, minister of state for production, and Maria 
Mambc Cafe, minister of state for social and economic affairs. 
The audiences dealt mainly with bilateral economic relations 
between Angola and Portugal. [passage omitted] 


Miranda Comments on Relations 
MBO051500 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 5 Jul 87 


[Text] Portuguese Foreign Minister Pires de Miranda, who heads 
his country’s delegation to the third session of the Angola- 
Portugal Joint Cooperation Commission, has been in Benguela 
city since this morning. 


Accompanied by Angolan Finance Minister Augusto Teixeira de 
Matos, who is chairman of the joint commission, the Portuguese 
minister was received by Joao Goncalves Lourenco, member of 
the MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee and first secretary 
of the MPLA-Labor Party Provincial Committee, at the People’s 
Palace in Benguela. Lourenco welcomed him with these words: 


[Begin Lourenco recording} Our relations have experienced cool 
spells due to Portugal’s attitude concerning the puppet groups, 
which massacre the people of Angola and Mozambique and carry 
out propaganda and recruitment activities in Portugal at will. 
Angola and Portugal have long maintained diplomatic relations, 
but we believe that this practice does not meet the legitimate 
interests of our governments and peoples. 


Angola is a country that suffers aggression from the racist Armed 
Forces of South Africa, which also use Angolan renegades in 
their macabre mission of destabilizing the People’s Republic of 
Angola in every possible manner. They aim to create a situation 
inside Angola that is favorable to imperialist designs. We feel we 
have the right to safeguard our sovereignty and independence, 
which we secured after many years of hardship. The holding of 
the second session [as heard] of the joint commission, 5 years after 
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the last meeting, represents the efforts by our governments to end 
this situation. We are certain that this session of the joint 
commission will mark the beginning of a new phase in Angolan- 
Portuguese relations. 


Ladies and gentlemen, dear comrades: Benguela Province has a 
large Portuguese community, formed both by residents and guest 
workers, who contribute toward Angola’s social and economic 
development. This province also has a number of planned invest- 
ment projects, some of which could be implemented with Portu- 
guese mvolvement. [end recording] 


In turn, Portuguese Foreign Minister Pires de Miranda, who is 
accompanied by Luis Cordeiro Silva, Portuguese secretary of 
state for foreign trade, responded: 


{Begin Miranda recording] Portugal is not now, never was, and 
never will be a base for destabilization against countries with 
whom Portugal has diplomatic relations. These problems have 
been the object of political discussions, and we believe that this 
issue is essentially closed. 


In recent times, there have not been [words indistinct] with the 
aim of improving our political relations, and that (?is what we 
have been doing). This is proved by this third session of the joint 
commission, taking place in Luanda 5 years later. We, the 
Portuguese people, also regard this as a clear sign of improved 
trade relations, after overcoming the political problems which we 
confronted. The scheduled visit by the president of the People’s 
Republic of Angola to Lisbon.in September gives a clear indica- 
tion of what Portugal and Angola can do in the future. 


As I have said, important issues were discussed at the meetings 
of the joint commission in Luanda. I believe (?we can conclude 
the talks). Tomorrow we will sign accords which are decisive steps 
toward increased Angolan-Portuguese trade and increased Por- 
tuguese investment in Angola, including some investment in this 
province. Thank you. [end recording] 


Miranda Received by Dos Santos 
MB061344 Luanda Domestic Service,ja Portuguese 
1200 GMT 6 Jul 87 


[Text] Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, chairman of the 
MPLA-Labor Party and president of the People’s Republic of 
Angola, this morning received a message from Portuguese Prime 
Minister Cavaco Silva. The message was handed to the Angolan 
head of state during an audience granted to Portuguese Foreign 
Minister Pires de Miranda. At the beginning of the audience, the 
Portuguese minister stated that significant advances in cooper- 
ation between Angola and Portugal were being made during his 
current visit to our country. Afonso van Dunem Mbinda, minister 
of external relations; Augusto Teixeira de Matos, minister of 
finance; Mwate Joao Baptista, Angolan ambassador to Portugal; 
and Pinto da Franca, Portuguese ambassador to Angola, 
attended the audience. 
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Cooperation Talks Conclude 
LDO070154 Lisbon International Service in Portuguese 
1800 GMT 6 Jul 87 


[Text] The session of the Portugal-Angola Joint Cooperation 
Commission has closed in Luanda. Portuguese Foreign Minister 
Pires de Miranda has been received by Angolan President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos who, as is known, will pay a visit to Portugal 
in September. No details were given of this meeting, which had 
been scheduled for some time. It ir believed that the situation in 
southern Africa would have been discussed, since the Angolans 
want Portugal to take a clear stand against South Africa and 
UNITA. According to diplomatic sources, they also discussed 
the details of Jose Eduardo dos Santos’ visit to Portugal and its 
actual date. 


During the meeting, Pires de Miranda conveyed a message from 
Prime Minister Cavaco Silva to the Angolan president, the 
contents of which have not been disclosed. The two politicians 
are also thought to have appraised the results of the the 
Portugual-Angola joint commission. Such results have not been 
spectacular. On the contrary, the Angolans were counting on a 
substantial increase in credit that failed to materialize. Instead, 
a $150 million line of credit negotiated a long time ago but never 
used by Angola has been reactivated. Additionally, the possibility 
was left open for a new line of credit worth $100 million to be 
offered by Portugal for deals to be considered on individual merit. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


IDASA Group Departs for Talks With ANC 
MB061846 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1845 GMT 6 Jul 87 


[Text] Johannesburg July 6 SAPA — The Senegal talks between 
a group of 52 South Africans — predominantly Afrikaans 
speaking — and representatives of the African National Con- 
gress (ANC) were tonight “:scribed as a “joint undertaking” 
between the Institute for a Democratic Alternative for South 
Africa (IDASA) and the ANC. This was stated by Dr Alex 
Boraine, former chairman of the PFP’s Federal Council, who is 
leading member of IDASA, and who quit parliament with the 
PFP leader, Dr Frederik van Zyl Slabbert, to concentrate on 
extra-parliamentary politics. 


Before his departure with about 40 members of the group from 
Jan Smuts Airport for London, Dr Boraine said that the agenda 
for the three days of talks with the ANC had been finalised 
beforehand in discussions over the past six months between Dr 
Slabbert, himself and the ANC. “This (the talks) is a joint 
undertaking be! veen IDASA and the ANC,” Dr Boraine told 
newsmen. 


Although more people had indicated they wished to make the 
tour, the visiting group had been limited to 52 people, including 
Dr Slabbert who is the leader of the delegation, and Dr Boraine 
himself. Government sources were today quoting a total of 64 
names as members of the group, which presumably includes some 
who could not be accommodated. 
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Dr Boraine confirmed the group members had by instruction 
gone into the departure area as individuals as part of the 
“secrecy” plan for the trip. He said it had been intended to try 
to keep the trip a secret in an effort to avoid any official action 
“but I suppose that was hoping for too much.” There were no 
indications today that government intended to take any action 
against the group and news of the talks has been practically 
ignored by the government. 


Dr Boraine said the agenda of the talks included a “formal pape: 
and response on a liberated economy” in South Africa and what 
this would mean. There would also be discussions on a “liberated 
government” in a post-apartheid South Africa. Other topics to 
be discussed included the “key” question of national unity, the 
basis of the ANC’s vision of South Africa as well as the question 
of the armed struggle. 


The idea of making the group predominantly Afrikaans-speaking 
was quite deliberate. Their participation would give the lie to the 
concept that all Afriksaners supported the government and 
would demonstrate that there was a new movement towards 
something “worthwhile” in South Africa. The group included 
some coloured Afrikaners, said Dr Boraine, and in this context 
he mentioned Professor Jakes Gerwell, rector of the University 
of Western Cape, and Mr Franklin Sonn, rector of the Cape 
Technikon. 


Dr Boraine said IDASA had deliberately chosen not to consult 
the government about the proposed talks. Had the authorities 
lent their approval, the group would have been identified with the 
government, or alternatively the government might have tried to 
block the talks. It had thus decided not to inform the government 
beforehand and it had been intended to keep the talks a secret 
until after the group had left South Africa. 


He said the members of the group were approached as individ- 
uals, and thus many of them did not know who else was included 
in the party. A full briefing for the group would take place in 
London tonight. 


Tive delegation would leave for Senegal via Paris on Wednesday. 
He said there would be an official welcome for the group by that 
country’s president on Wednesday, followed by three days of 
talks with the ANC opening on Thursday. 


In selecting the group to go on the talks, attention had been paid 
to getting people seen as possible future leaders. Although he was 
aware that the group had no power base and did not represent 
the government, the idea behind the talks was to show what could 
happen through contact and negotiation. 


Professor Hermann Giliomee, of the University of Cape Town, 
one of the group, said the only possibility for peace in South 
Africa lay in “bi-communal” states, in which the whites did not 
feel their rights had been forefeited. In this regard the Afrikaners 
saw their continued existence as a group as an issue of greater 
importance than English-speaking whites. The ANC appeared 
opposed to entrenched white rights in a post-apartheid South 
Africa, and he for one would like to see the Afrikaner position 
stressed at the talks and the ANC reaction to it. Other members 
of the group would not comment on the talks. 


SOUTHLAN AFRICA 


IDASA-ANC Talks Detailed 
MB050811 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY STAR in English 
5 Jul 87 pp 1, 2 


{By Kitt Katzin] 


[Excerpts] Exiled SA poet Breyten Breytenbach and the wife of 
France’s Socialist president have emerged as key figures behind 
dramatic moves to set up a historic three-day West African 
summit between 50 prominent South African dissidents and the 
outlawed African National Congress. 


Mr Breytenbach was convicted of terrorism in 1975 and served 
seven years of a nine-year sentence. 


The South African delegation, which consists mainly of white 
and coloured Afrikaners well-known in religious, business and 
academic fields, flies from Jan Smuts Airport in an undercover 
operation to London tomorrow. 


It will be the first leg of a series of contact missions that will take 
the group to the Senegalese capital of Dakar, venue of the ANC 
summit, where they will meet President Abdou Diouf, and go on 
to have talks with the heads of state of the military regimes of 
neighbouring Ghana and Burkina Faso. 


Mr Diouf was last year’s president of the Organisation of African 
Unity. 


Members of the delegation, whose identities have not been 
disclosed for fear of thei: passports being seized Lefore leaving, 
will be named by former PFP leader Dr Frederik van Zyl 
Slabbert in London on Tuesday. They will arrive in Dakar next 
week. 


Dr Slabbert’s movement, the Institute for a Democratic Alter- 
native in South Africa (IDASA), is organising the mission at a 
cost of R200,000. The funds were raised by independent founda- 
tions in Europe and the United States. 


Inquiries show the grovp includes Professor Hermann “Siliomee, 
political scientist at the University of Cape Town [UCT] Profes- 
sor Andre du Toit, also of UCT; Mr Leon Louw , executive 
director of the Free Market Foundation; Mr Pieter Schoeman, a 
member of the President's Council and PFP election candidate 
in North Rand; and Professor Deon Geldenhuys, head of the 
political science department at Rand Afrikaans University. 


Others are coloured educationalist Mr Franklin Sonn, rector of 
the Peninsula Technicon, and president of the Union of Teachers’ 
Associations of SA; Mr Dick Enthoven, a prominent Johannes- 
burg businessman and a former MP for Randburg; Dr Johan van 
Zyl, executive director of the Federated Chamber of Industries; 
and Dr Beyers Naude, retired secretary-general of the SA Coun- 
cil of Churches. 


Mr Johan Rupert, chairman of Rand Merchant Bank and execu- 
tive director of the Rembrandt Group, is also believed to be going, 
but may pull out because of business commitments. 
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Mr Rupert, son of Dr Anton Rupert, head of the Rembrandt 
tobacco and liquor empire, was closely involved in a~rangements 
for the summit and is said to have given it his full support. 


Dr Slabbert arrived in London yesterday and Dr Alex Boraine, 
executive director of IDASA, leaves tomorrow with the rest of 
the delegation. [passage omitted] 


The Government, which is aware of the latest initiatives, has not 
responded officially, and IDASA, which says it is not acting 
illegally or subversively, has appealed to the State President, Mr 
Botha, to keep a cool head 7 


“It’s too late anyway to stop the initiative,” said an IDASA 
spokesman. 


The contingent is the largest of its kind to meet the ANC, and 
the summit will take the form of a formal workshop to discuss 
constitutional, economic, and political changes that would be 
acceptable to all in a new post-apartheid dispensation. [passage 
omitted] 


The delegates will also have talks in Accra with Flight-Lt Jerry 
Rawliags, leader of Ghana’s ruling Provisional National Defence 
Council, and Capiain Thomas Sankara, president of the tiny 
state of Burkina Faso, who have invited members to meet them. 


There is a possibility they may also have talks with President 
Felix Houphouet-Boigny of the Ivory Coast. 


At the Dakar summit the ANC will be represented by top 
executives from Lusaka and London, though it is unlikely thatt 
Mr Oliver Tambo will be present as he is due to arrive in the 
Caribbean next week. 


Dr Boraine, speaking from Cape Town yesterday, said he hoped 
the Dakar meeting would lead to a closer appreciation of the 
ANC’s aims and objectives, and believed that dialogue could 
reduce tensions among those who feared the movement. 


“Talking is better than experiencing a state of escalating vio- 
lence, and we hope to achieve much in this respect.” 


He said “achieving unity beyond apartheid” would be the central 
theme of the Dakar conference. “We will be talking about a new 
SA — what is possible, what is negotiable, and of strategies to 
satisfy the aspirations of all.” [passage omitted] 


IDASA’s Boraine Defends Talks 
MB061652 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 
6 Jul 87 pp 1, 2 


[By Brian Stuart] 


[Excerpts] Dr Alex Boraine, spokesma’: for a grouo of South 
Africans scheduled to meet with the Af ican National Congress 
in Dakar, Senegal, later this week, last night dismissed as “abso- 
lute rubbish” weekend press reports t}.at the talks were master- 
minded by the formerly-jailed Afrikaans writer Breyten 
Breytenbach. 
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The group leaves Jan Smuts by air tonight for London where they 
will be briefed before their talks with the terrorist group. 


Government sources indicated that no action was contemplated 
against the group. [passage omitted] 


Dr Boraine, co-founder with Dr Frederik van Zyl Slabbert of the 
Institute for Democratic Alternatives in SA(IDASA), confirmed 
in an interview yesterday that IDASA would make a statement 
in London tomorrow. 


““We have not held one meeting of the whole group, and that will 
take place in London,” Dr Poraine told The Citizen. 


From London the group will fly to Dakar on Wednesday, with 
the main talks due to take place on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday. 


The main body of participants will then return to South Africa, 
but IDASA leader, Dr Slabbert and Dr Boraine will remain for 
further taiks with officials in other African states and then travel 
to Europe for further meeting there. 


Dismissing repoiis in both the English and Afrikaans weekend 
Press claiming that Breyten Breytenbach was the master-minded 
behind the talks, he said: “This is entirely an IDASA project.” 


“When IDASA was formed last year its objectives were stated 
to be conferences and seminars inside South Africa, as well as 
discussions with those outside the country who are not without 
influence.” 


IDASA had already held a major conference in Port Elizabeth 
with about 400 delegates and a conference of student leaders in 
Stellenbosch with 170 students from universities throughout the 
country. 


“But you cannot achieve lasting peace in South Africa without 
including the ANC in the negotiations, so the Dakar meeting is 
within the scope of IDASA's objectives,” said Dr Boraine. 


Last year contact was made with Mr Breytenbach in Paris. He 
put IDASA in contact with Madame Danielle Mitterrand, wife 
of the French President and head of the France-Libertes Founda- 
tion, an organisation concerned with human rights and anti- 
racism. 


“Madame Mitterranc has assisted us tremendously and has been 
enormously helpful. She will be one of the hostesses of the 
conference,” Dr Boraine told The Citizen. 


“Breyten is involved and he will attend the conference.” 
Dr Boraine said while IDASA would name the South African 


delegates to the talks in Dakar, it had been agreed that the ANC 
would make its own statement about its participation. 


There was nc intention to be “secretive” about participants or 
the funding of the talks and full information will be given this 
week. 
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Dr Boraine said IDASA regarded the talks as significant in that 
Afrikaners were prepared to participate, the ANC was willing to 
sit down and talk with White Afrikaners, and European govern- 
ments and foundations were prepared to support and assist. 


“So it does raise questions about the so-called total onslaught on 
South Africa,” he added. 


“We have found that people despise apartheid, but not the 
country. When we told others what we wonted to do, they were 
enormously enthusiastic.” 


The results were that funds were provided by foundations in 
Europe and in the United States for the project. 


These funds had not at any time entered South Africa, but were 
lodged in London and Paris, from where all expenses would be 
met. [passage omitted] 


The group is expected to travel to Burkina Faso after their 
meeting in Dakar. 


Radio Ouagadougou said yesterday the SA delegation would 
arrive in the Burkinabe capital Ouagadougou in nine days time. 


A delegation from Burkina Faso is also due to take part in the 
Dakar meeting. 


The radio added that President Abdou Diouf of Senegal and 
Madame Mitterrand would address the meeting, which is the 
largest ever between White South Africans and the ANC. 


The main subjects up for debate include the dismantling of the 
apartheid system and questions related to the restructuring of the 
country’s economy in the post-apartheid era, according to ANC 
sources. 


ANC Comments on Talks 
EA042041 Addis Ababa Radio Freedom in English 
to South Africa 1930 GMT 3 Jul 87 


[Text] In our program ton’ ght, we look at the issue of the ANC 
talking to groups from South Africa. But first, a revolutionary 
song. Compatriots, as you may have heard in the news elsewhere, 
the leadership of our vanguard movement, the ANC, will once 
again be meeting this weekend, in Senegal, another group of 
concerned white South Africans to share ideas on how to resolve 
the crisis facing the country today and outline the prospective for 
a future without the evil system of apartheid. This time it wi!l be 
a group consisting mainly of leading Afrikaaner academics, who 
will be led by the former leader of the liberal Progressive Federal 
Party, Dr Frederick van Zyl Slabbert. 


As we all know, it will not be the first time that the ANC will be 
holding talks with groups and individuals from South Africa, 
particularly from among our white community. Our leadership 
has held such similar meetings with groups and individuals — 
ranging from leaders of political parties, representatives of big 
business, leader: from religious communities, academics, youth, 
and students. Aid, of course, it has always been a matter of 
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interest to us all, the oppressed, to know what has been discussed 
in these meetings. And this is a question we put to a leading 
member of the ANC, National Executive Committee member, 
Comrade Mac Maharaj, who has had the opportunity of partici- 
pating in most of these meetings with the various groups from 
South Africa. We asked Comrade Mac to explain what has 
emerged as the central issue of concern in these meetings and the 
context in which they have been held: 


{Begin Maharaj recording] The first thing that we have to 
recognise is that the Botha-Malan regime is now trapped in a 
very deep and fundamental crisis, a crisis that embraces every 
dimension in the life of our country. And it’s a crisis from which 
the apartheid regime cannot rescue our country, because it is the 
cause of that crisis. 


That crisis, of course, has a key element at the political level in 
terms of the mood of our people, which can be summarised briefly 
to say that our people have reached a point in their lives where 
they are not prepared to live with the apartheid system one day 
longer; and this applies to parents, to workers, to children, to 
every sector of our black communities. The effect of that crisis is 
now being felt in every section of the South African people — in 
every sector, in every class, in every strata. And there is a growing 
recognition that our country cannot continue along its present 
course. The result is that various groups are beginning to rethink 
from their own (?mean) positions, from their own class interests, 
from their own sectoral inierests, are beginning to rethink about 
the way forward for our country.Y In the process, of course, of 
this thinking, the central question that emerges, because it is a 
crisis between the white minority system and the demand of our 
people for a majority rule system based on one person, one vote. 
[sentence as heard] They are, therefore, beginning ts recognize 
that the ANC and the forces that it spearheads are central in 
finding a solution. This has been the motivation that has led, for 
example, sections of the business community, individuals in the 
business community, and certain institutions in the business 
community to seek meetings with the ANC. Because in their 
minds the ANC is a monster. They have been brought up on the 
tradition that it is a monster — something to be feared — and 
that the effect of a transfer of power to the people under the 
leadership of the forces led by the ANC will be to plunge our 
country into chaos. 


At the same time, there is the purpose of trying to understand us 

: a force. So, that is one of the key elements that drives, that 
motivates them to seek such exchanges of views with us. There 
are other groups that have been involved in meetings, and they 
come from their own perspective. For example, you have raised 
the religious communities. We have met with the leadership of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 


And in that case, we have to appreciate that the Roman Catholic 
Church has had a checkered history, and has been engaged in a 
process of defining itself and making itself relevant to the South 
African situation. So they came to us more as people who saw 
themselves as part of the democratic struggle of our people. 
Others have come to us, like the National African Federated 
Chamber of Commerce, in the belief that besides their concerns, 
the solutions prescribed by the ANC — which are really 
enshrined in the Freedom Charter — do not cater for them as a 
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section of our community. And they came to raise their concerns 
and to understand our positions. 


Then others have come with deep concern about their future role, 
for example, the (Inyanza) National Liberation Movement of 
Kangwane, led by Enos Mabuza. They have worked within the 
Kangwane Bantustan system. They have, through their practical 
experience, seen the complete backruptcy of the apartheid solu- 
tion. They have tried to resist it from within the system, and they 
found that the crisis has reached a point where they need to define 
the'r relevance it terms of central pivot of our struggle, which is 
the ANC. So this is the context in which these meetings have 
taken place. And by explaining the context in this way, I have 
tried to explain what, therefore, emergcs as the central issues of 
concern. 


From our side, we have welcomed these meetings. We have 
worked for them; we prepared for them; and we have treated 
them as a very serious part of our mobilizing efforts in terms of 
mobiiizing our people. We believe that we are at a moment in our 
history where the Botha regime needs support, needs to be 
confined to its narrowest base; where we need to consolidate the 
main force of our revolution and at the same time expand that 
force so as to confine the Botha regime to its narrowest point. 
This is because we believe that in fighting for a democratic 
system and a system which gets rid of national oppression, it is 
important to bring all possible forces and arrange them against 
the Botha regime. And in doing so, we recognize that there will 
be forces and sections where the maximum effect that we can 
achieve ‘vould be simply to neutralize them, to dissipate the level 
at which they are engaged in their support for the apartheid 
system. And, therefore, in our search for broadening the base of 
the struggle, we have sought to understand all the forces and see 
how far they can be drawn into the mainstream of struggle. [end 
recording} 


The president of the ANC, Comrade Oliver Tambo, also empha- 
sizes that the ANC leadership considers these meetings very 
important because they serve to unite all our people and all other 
antiapartheid forces behind the common program of our move- 
ment. And they have also helped to broaden the democratic 
movement and to benefit even the business community, as well 
as our white compatriots who have been bombarded by apartheid 
propaganda about what the ANC stands for. 


[Begin Tambo recording] We consider them very important. It is 
necessary to unite all our people behind the program, common 
program of our movement. When we meet groups from home, 
from South Africa, inevitably we discuss with them the current 
situation. We discuss how they see the situation, and they seek 
to find out from us how we see the situation; and where there are 
differences of approach we examine them. And in most cases, 
perhaps even in all these cases, the result is that we reach common 
ground — a common approach. It is necessary that the ANC 
should be understood. The ANC is leading the struggle, and it 
should be understood by all our people. We are banned ‘aside the 
country; we don't have easy access to meevings. And people at 
home want to come and discuss specific questions, and this has 
helped to broaden the democratic movement in our country. 
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The business people have also benefited from the discussion we 
have had, after being bombarded by enemy propaganda about 
what the ANC is and what it is aiming at. So, it is a very 
important exercise. It has even opened up channels of communi- 
cation between the movement and especially the white commu- 
nity, which is not allowed to know the right things about the 
ANC. But as a result of meeting individuals and groups of 
individuals, especially among the whites, there is a much better 
understanding of where the ANC is taking the people of South 
Africa — where do we go from apartheid. And the question of 
where we go from apartheid is, of course, now crucial. 


Most people, most whites, accepted that apartheid has no future. 
But w'sat does have a future? And we have had the benefit of 
discussing these matters with these various groups tivat have 
come to meet us. [end recording} 


[Announcer] Now what has the ANC said to these groups about 
the future? About where do we go from apartheid? President 
Tambo: 


[Begin Tambo recording] We have generally referred them to the 
Freedom Charter; that the foundation of the new order in South 
Africa is the freedom charter. What then has been discussed by 
so many of them are the economic provisions of the Freedom 
Charter — the questions of nationalization and so on. This has 
been largely the business community. And we have explained 
those provisions — generally to their satisfaction — because in 
those provisions the Freedom Charter seeks to correct an irreg- 
ularity, a gross imbalance. The concentration of economic power 
and wealth in the hands of one or two companies, corporations, 
while the rest of the country’s millions of people hav« nothing, 
are starving — that has to be corrected. [end recording] 


[Announcer] Indeed, one of the central issues which will be under 
discussion in the weekend meetings between the ANC and the 
academics in Senegal will be the question of restructuring of the 
economy of our country in a postapartheid South Africa. As the 
president says, it is also one of the issues that has been at the 
center of most previous discussions, particularly with the business 
group. Now what has been the ANC’s explanation of its position 
on this issue? Comrade Mac also relates: 


{Begin Maharaj recording] Well, comrades, having explained the 
background and the basis of these discussions, let me clarify 
straightaway thz: not all of the groups that have been seeking 
and have had meetings, have come to the meetings on a basis 
where their interests are not in contradiction to the interests of 
the majority of our people. In fact, it is very clear froi: the outset 
that the business community — many sections of it — have 
fundamental contradictions with the interests of our people as a 
whole. Because they have been party to the creation of the 
apartheid system, they have been party to the creation of the 
economic system which underpins our repression and exploita- 
tion. 


Within this context, the importance was that, nonetheless, they 
are beginning to question the validity of the continuation of 
apartheid serving their interests. So that is where the conver- 
gence takes place. And, of course, some of the groups have come 
echoing the concerns that have been raised by the major imperial- 
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ist countries as justifying why they are not supporting our 
struggle and underpinning Botha. Primarily, it has been around 
questions of the use of revolutionary violence in the existence of 
Umkhcnto we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation — ANC military 
wing}. Secondly, it has been on the question of the ANC and the 
Communist Party ailiance. Thirdly, it has been on the question 
of the ANC’s assistance that we receive from the socialist 
countries — like the Soviet Union, the GDR, and Cuba. And on 
all these questions, naturally their positions are one of great 
concern. And in this context, too, they have asked questions about 
the future economy. So let us take some of these questions that 
you have raised. 


On the economy, there is room for great discussion in our country. 
And our position has been to explain that the Freedom Charter 
is the charter of our people, something that was formulated not 
by a little group of people — ten or twelve sitting in some 
conspiratorial room and determining the fate and future of our 
people and country — but it was something that was canvassed 
in every factory, in every farm, and in the workplaces and in the 
homes. And it encapsulates the deepest feeiings of our people. As 
such, that charter which was adopted at Kliptow:. by more than 
3,000 delegates was then adopted by the ANC as its policy 
perspectives. 


So, in terms of the economy, we say that we adhere firmly to the 
position of the Freedom Charter. But the Freedom Charter is a 
blueprint mapping out the broad guidelines; it does not go into 
the details of how those changes are to be effected. And we have 
argued that the central question today .n South Africa is to 
ensure the downfall of the Botha regime and the transfer of power 
to the people, where within a system of democracy in its true sense 
our people can express their wishes. Anydoby is then free to 
explain how they want to implement the charter. How, (?in) the 
charter says, that the wealth of our country shall be restored to 
the people? How do we ensure that control and restoration 
peacefully? We belic~* that that must be solved in a democratic 
debate, in a government of the people, with majority rule. It is 
an issue we say that must be settled in the chambers of parliament 
expressing the wishes of the people. [end recording] 


[Announcer] But, then, do the white community of our country 
have any specific role in the destruction of the apartheid system 
today, particularly when the AN has even called for the war to 
be taken to the white areas? The president of the ANC, Comrade 
Oliver Tambo, explains — saying they do have, even the business 
community also have: 


[Begin Tambo recording] They have a great role; the business 
community has a role. Even though we are attacking economic 
installations and establishments! they still have a role. The white 
population has a role in the democratic movement, because it is 
in their interest to be part of the process of change rather than 
to resist inevitabie change. We have reachied a point where we 
can say to the white people that you know apartheid has no 
future. We set out to destroy it, and we are destroying it. That is 
why it has no future. We are the forces for change. You cannot 
stay in a position if you are going io Se part of the future. Many 
whites have recognized this. They have come into the democratic 
movement, and those who have not are themselves putting pres- 
sure on the regime in various ways to heed to demands of the 
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majority. Now our struggle lias to be explained to the whites. It 
is not a struggle against whit neople. When we take the struggle 
out of the townships, we are not saying: Look for the nearest white 
person. We have got proper guidelines. Attack the enemy; attack 
the police; attack the Army, Army personnel. But do not wait 
until they enter the townships; go to where they are. If they are 
on the farms, you go there. If they are in the countryside, you go 
there. If they are in cities, you take the struggle there. 


Inevitably, other people will be affected. And, indeed, many 
whites — who may be living cozily in a wealth that is all peace 
ana paradise — will begin to know what is happening in South 
Africa when it happens next door, around them. An important 
lesson we must give. But that is what we mean. Then they begin 
tv ask: What is happening? And the answer is apartheid. When 
apartheid is a threat to them, why keep it? That is why many are 
accepting that the solution to the problems of South Africa lies 
in ending the apartheid system and moving on to a new order. 
What they are not yet clear about is the shape of that new order. 
This is the work that we have to do with those who are still in 
doubt. Many are clear about the shape of that order. 


CP Blames P.W. Botha 
MB061510 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1509 GMT 6 Jul 87 


[Text] Johannesburg July 6 SAPA — The Conservative Party 
today asked whether the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, con- 
doned talks between prominer’ liberals and the African National 
Congress. 


The CP said that by failing to act against prominent libevals in 
their “reckless disregard for South Africa's laws,” the state 
president, Mr P. W. Botha, tacitly cooperated in giving credibility 
to the ANC. “This latest and well-publicised visit by mostly 
prominent Afrikaner liberals to plead with the ANC bears 
testimony to the fact that Mr P.W. Botha has lost control of 
South Africa's political direction,” a CP statement said. “He is 
allowing himself and South Africa to be manoeuvred by overseas 
influences and his lack of action indicates that he has obviously 
changed his attitudes since he prevented the Stelienbosch stu- 
dents from meeting the ANC just a short time ago.” 


“Further evidence of the government's softening towards the 
ANC is Minister Stoffel van der Merwe's statement that the 
government is prepared to negotiate with the UDF, an organiza- 
tion which identifies itself with the ANC. The CP asks what has 
happened to turn a once-strong anti-communist government into 
a pawn of international anti-South African interests. Should Mr 
Botha fail to act, the CP demands an explanation as to why the 
laws of our country ave not being enforced.” 


The CP said that, in terms of the Internal Security Act's Section 
13(A)(V), “no person shall advocate, advise, defend or encourage 
the achievement of any of the objects of the unlawful organiza- 
tion or objects similar to the objects of such organization, or 
perform any other act of whatever nature which is calculated to 
further the achievements of any such object.” Schedule 4 of the 
act def avs as an unlawful organization the ANC, the PAC and 
the SA Communist Party. The act provides for a sentence, 
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without the option of fine, of imprisonment of a person not 
exceeding 20 years. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 6 Jul 
MBO070618 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0617 GMT 7 Jul 87 


[Text] Pretoria, July 7, SAPA — Following is the SA police 
public relations unrest report: 


“Only one unrest-related incident was reported overnight. At 
Langverwacht bus terminus (Standerton), a number of buses 
were slightly damaged by stonethrowers. Police dispersed the 
group with tearsmoke and arrested 3 black men.” 


Press Comments on Current Issues, P:sblems 
MB060800 [Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY STAR: Lack of Reform Causing Political Strife 
The political strife in South Africa is “not the result of any 
‘reform’ taking place, but the result c* lack anger boiling over 
and spilling out precisely because of lack of reform,” notes Jon 
Qwelane in his “Just Jon” column on page 12 of Johannesburg 
The Sunday Star in English on 5 July. “The advent of the 
tricameral Parliament was hailed by its creators and their sup- 
porters as a step in the right direction. It did not matter to them 
that it was a fluke. It did not matter, too, that the discredited 
coloured and Indian politicians did not represent any worthwhile 
numbers of the people they claimed to represent. But the vast 
majority of honest South Africans across the colour barriers rose 
against the tricameral freak and, therefore, a fake.” Qwelane 
believes “the status will remain decidedly quo unless those in 
power develop a will to change it. Instead of using and abusing 
words, they must put deeds where their mouths are.” 


Criticism of SACC Violence Option 

A page 16 editorial says the dilemma of South African 
churchmen is that: “their more traditional role is to advocate 
peace and brotherhood, but as moral leaders they cannot help but 
reflect some of those angry popular feelings as well.” After a 
conference of the South African Council of Churches (SACC) 
this week, “a controversial report recogni*ing the use of force by 
liberation movements as a means to end oppression,” was 
adopted. “Liberation : heologists” say the government is “nct 
morally legitimate, that the State itself continually uses violence 
to enforce its will, and that a system so clearly unjust needs 
radical change rather than mere adjustment.” “For its part this 
newspaper does not believe that violence can be a solution; it will 
bring not a better society. but more violence. And we do not 
believe that the peaceful options have been exhausted.” 


IDASA Sponsors ‘Intense’ Debate 
On the same page Allister Sparks notes that 200 black and white 
students were brought together “to debate the future of their 
country” by the leader of the Institute for a Democratic Alter- 
native in South Africa [IDASA], Dr van Zyl Slabbert. “Some of 
the most intense exchanges were on the kind of etonomic system 
a post-ay arthei?’ South Africa should have, with the blacks and 
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radical whites equating apartheid with capitalism, while more 
conservative whites warned of the economic failure of socialism 
in other African countries.” Sparks believes the meeting “reflects 
a shift taking place in white politics towards greater extra- 
parliamentary activity, as President Botha and the security 
forces rule increasingly by decree and the anti-apartheid opposi- 
tion in parliament, weakened after last month’s white general 
election, finds itself by-passed and irrelevant.” 


Church To Seek Alternative to Violence 

Jon Qwelane writes on page 17 that the general secretary of the 
South African Council of Churches, Frank Chikane, believes 
that “it is part of the Church's mission to counter the lies and 
propaganda of the system. If they go on believing the lies, they 
must do so knowing the consequences.” Chikane says the gov- 
ernment is “illegitimate and, therefore, its laws are illegit- 
imate.” He further points out that “the exiled movements say 
they do not like violence, but have no answer to the Siate’s 
violence except resorting to violence. As the Church, we must 
give them an alternative to violence, but the violence of the State 
is not ceasing. This is the cul-de-sac the Church finds itself in.”” 


SUNDAY TIMES on Talks With ANC 

“In recent weeks there have been some small signs that as South 
Africa emerges from the worst of its nightmare of senseless 
violence and counter-violence, there is still hope to be found at 
home and abroad,” notes a page /8 editorial in Johannesburg 
Sunday Times in English on 5 July. “Tentative moves are afoot 
in Westera capitals to re-engage Pretoria in talks about how 
mvtual concerns can be met,” and “the venture by a 50-strong 
group of South Africans into the interior to meet an ANC 
delzgation shows that while prospects for peace talks between the 
real power-brokers are still dim, there are at least some white 
South Africans who do not believe that merely meeting one’s 
opponents implies capitulation.” 


SUNDAY TIMES: Independents To Work in Parliament 
On page 18 of Johannesburg Sunday Times in English the 
independent MP for Randburg, Wynand Malan, addresses an 
open letter to Harald Pakendorf, who was formerly editor of Die 
Vaderland, in response to his query on the direction of the 
independents. Malan sas that he, independent candidate for 
Helderberg Denis Worrall, and independent candidate for 
Stellenbosch Esther Lategan are indeed “planning our strategy.” 
“We are looking to clear formulations about such questions as 
who we are, what we want, how we get there.” “We are organis- 
ing, knowing that power politics through Parliament is impor- 
tant.” The independents are “aciive in Parliament, where 
self-discipline demands that one does not speak on every occasion 
which arises but rather to choose those that are important.” 


Criticinm of Press Laxity 
In tne “Another Voice” column on the same page Harald Paken- 
dorf asks why all the newsmen have “gone to hide behind the 
security restrictions?”” He notes that “there are restrictions — 
mostly odious, some neces*ary. But that should not be any reason 
why the Press should not still have a role to constantly explore 
the edge of what it can do, constantly push the borders within 
which i: has to operate, constantly probe how far it can go. 
Freedom carries a responsibility. That responsibility says one 
must constantly work at it. It is not given by the state anywhere. 
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It has to be taken.” 


SADF Facing ‘Financial 

Military historian and author Helmoed-Romer Heitman notes 
on page 19 that “defence as a proportion of government expen- 
diture and GNP has actually decreased” during the period 
between 1977 and 1986. “The SADF, has nevertheless, managed 
to conduct a successful counter-insurgency campaign in SWA- 
Namibia, re-cquip much of the army, procure additional fighters 
and helicopters for the air force and build strike craft for the 
navy.” However, the financial challenge remains. The army's 
re-equipment must still be completed, the air force is badly in 
need of new — and more — aircraft, and the navy must be built 
up from its dangerously low strength.” Heitman notes that in the 
political field, the SADF “faces the challenge of maintaining 
cohesion and effectiveness in the face of major political changes 
and the tensions resulting from being an integrated force in what 
is still largely a segregated society. With the ANC likely to 
concentrate on psychological warfare after having failed to initi- 
ate insurrection, and with the SADF one of its priority targets, 
internal tensions between members of different population 
groups are a potential problem area.” 


NGK Split ‘Exaggeration’ 

Elsabe Wessels notes on the same page that “to label the exit of 
2,000 heavy-hearted objectors an NGK [Dutch Reformed 
Church] ‘split’ is an exaggeration. But even if the figure was 
estimated at a generous 10,000, the secession has not split the 
foundation of the powerful 1.5 million strong Afrikaner church.” 
“Predictably the splintering in Afrikaner politics which chal- 
lenged the historic monolith presence of the NP had to find its 
echo in the church. Following the foundation of a new conserva- 
tive political alliance and new rightwing cultural movements, 
such as the Afrikaner Volkswag [Afrikaner National Watch], the 
foundation of a church to serve their obsession with white ethni- 
city was inevitable.” 


Namibia Victim of RSA Politics 

“It is a matter of profound sadness that Namibians have become 
the victims of the politics of postponement because the rulers of 
South Africa find themselves in a moral and political malaise 
back home,” writes the research director of the South African 
Institute of International Affairs, Andre du Pisani, on the same 
page. “South Africa’s behaviour in Namibia does not augur well 
for the resolution of a much more complex and profound problem 
within South Africa itself.” 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


BURGER on Tutu’s ‘Injurious Remarks’ 

A page 16 editorial in Cape Town Die Burger in Afrikaans on 2 
July says it “remains astounding” how a man in the position of 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu “can reconcile some of his injurious 
remarks with his Christianity.” The most recent example is “the 
jubilation with which he welcomed the split in the Dutch 
Reformed Church at a press conference in Johannesburg.” “It is 
difficult to come to any other conclusion but that Tutu is becom- 
ing careless about his task of reconciliation in his capacity as 
church leader. This allows one to ask whether he still believes in 
the reconciliatory Christian message or whether he is only urged 
on by political motives?” 


BEELD Welcomes U.S. Black Business Aid 

A page 14 editorial in Johannesburg Beeld in Afrikaans on 3 July 
notes that the “decision by black American businessmen to reach 
out to South Africa, should cause the campaigners for punitive 
measures against South Africa, to reflect on this.” “It comes as 
no surprise that it is the black American business community, 
which itself is involved in an upliftment struggle, which shows 
greater understanding of the damage which the disinvestment 
campaign can do to blacks in South Africa.” 


ZAMBIA 


23 Dead, 367 Missing in Luapula Barge Accident 
MB061853 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 6 Jul 87 


[Text] A total of 23 people died and 367 others are missing after 
a barge in which they were traveling on Luapula River in Mansa 
district hit a rock and sank. Police officer commanding Luapula 
division, Comrade Baldwin Kaila, said this evening that out of 
the 470 passengers, only 80 had swum ashore, while 23 bodies 
have already been (?recovered). The barge, named Maria, sank 
near Katabulwe harbor in Chief Lukwese’s area, and officials 
from both Zambia and Zaire were battling to recover the 367 
passengers who are still missing and feared dead. It has not been 
established how many of the passengers were Zairians and how 
many were Zambians. The barge was traveling from Mpweto to 
Kasenga when the accident occured. 
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BENIN 
Nigeria’s Babangida Arrives for Visit 4 Jul 


Welcomed by Kerekou 
AB042156 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 4 Jul 87 


[Excerpts] There was a popular and grand welcoming ceremony 
in Cotonou this morning in honor of the president of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, General Ibrahim Babangida, who the Beni- 
nese people are receiving in his capacity as head of state of a 
friendly and brotherly country to which Benin is closely linked 
by secular, geographical, and historical ties that the colonial 
powers were unable to tarnish. The plane of Gen Babangida, 
whose visit to our country will last 48 hours, landed at 1100 at 
Cotonou International Airport, where several thousand militants 
of the revolution and a large delegation of the Nigerian commu- 
nity in Benin were present. President Mathieu Kerekou person- 
ally welcomed his brother and friend Gen Babangida, at the foot 
of the gangway. [passage omitted] 


In an interview with the national press at the airport VIP lounge, 
President Babangida referred to the excellent relations existing 
between our two countries. First, he explained the aim of his visit 
to Vincent Dafi: 


[Begin recording] [Babangida in English followed by sentence- 
by-sentence translation into French] Well, first of all I would like 
to thank my dear brother and colleague, the president, for the 
wonderful and warm reception he accorded us and the members 
of my entourage. What we have witnessed this morning is a 
testimony of the good relationship that has continued to exist 
between our two countries. The object of the visit, even though 
it is quite short, is to have an opportunity to sit down with my 
brother and discuss a number of issues of mutual interest, both 
in the political and economic spheres. And during the short stay, 
we also hope that we shall be able to discuss a number of other 
items concerning the region, the African Continent, and other 
parts of the world. I am looking forward to meeting my brother 
and colleague, the president. 


[Dafi] On cooperation, your excellency, how do you assess the 
cooperative relations existing between our two countries, the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria and the People’s Republic of Benin? 
(?What do you think of) our joint projects such as the [name 
indistinct] cement works and the Save suger factory? 


[Babangida] Well, I do believe that prospects of cooperation are 
very good and in the economic areas, we will have thorough and 
good discussions with my colleague and brother. We shall work 
towards strengthening the efficiency and efficacy of all these 
projects, and I think the meeting will be very fruitful because we 
will come out with a number of concrete steps which will be aimed 
at cementing these economic relations. [passage omitted] [end 
recording] 
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Babangida Banquet Remarks 
ABO51423 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1200 GMT 5 Jul 87 


[Text] President Ibrahim Babangida has called on the indus- 
trialized countries to adopt urgent measures to alleviate the debt 
burden of the Third World. He also asked them to facilitate the 
birth of the new economic order that will result in the growth and 
development of the present economy of the Third World. Presi- 
dent Babangida was speaking last night in Cotonou at a state 
banquet held in his honor by President Mathieu Kerekou. He 
expressed the hope that the conference held in Abuja on Africa’s 
economic recovery would bring concrete results. The president 
said that Africa on its part will not relent in the search for a way 
out of the present diffficulties. 


President Babangida condemned some powerful governments 
which continue to give wrong support to apartheid South Africa. 
He called on the superpowers to put an end to the nuclear race, 
as it would lead mankind to a major catastrophe. 


Today, President Babangida will meet the Nigerian community 
in Cotonou and also sign a joint communique with his host before 
returning to Abuja. Earlier yesterday, President Babangida in an 
interview at the Cotonou airport said this visit was to enable him 
to discuss a number of issues that were of mutual interests to 
Nigeria and the Republic of Benin, especially on the economic 
and political sphere. On his recent visit to some West African 
countries, he said that he found out that all the leaders were 
committed to the ideal and objectives of ECOWAS. While in 
Abuja, President Babangida will attend the ECOWAS summit 
beginning on Tuesday. He is to be back in Lagos on Friday. 


Joint Communique Issued 
ABO52058 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT § Jul 87 


[Text] Nigeria and the Republic of Benin have agreed on mea- 
sures to ensure peace between nomadic herdsmen and local 
farmers. They have also resolved to put an end to frequent arrest 
and detention of each other’s nationals. This is contained in a 
joint communique signed in Cotonou today between Presidents 
Ibrahim Babangida and Mathieu Kerekou. The two leaders also 
agreed that there should be an immediate exchange of lists of 
citizens detained or imprisoned in each country. This is to 
facilitate the release of those detained to their home authorities 
to serve the remaining terms of imprisonment. Henceforth, ser- 
vicemen and officials held for trespassing by security agents of 
each country will be promptly released to face appropriate disci- 
plinary measures in their home countries. 


The two presidents approved the proposal to convene an early 
meeting to find ways of preventing the recurrence of clashes 
between nomadic Fulanis and local farmers. They reiterated 
their belief in the principles of peaceful coexistence and good 
neighborliness. Presidents Babangida and Kerekou also 
expressed the wish for a dynamic development of the two com- 
panies jointly owned by Nigeria and Benin. Towards this end, 
they agreed that the products of the Onigbolo cement company, 
and the Save sugar company be treated as products of local 
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industries. All local taxes and levies will therefore be removed 
from the products while permits will be granted for their direct 
sale to individuals and organizations in the two countries. All 
necessary measures (?are to be taken) to ensure the autonomy of 
the two companies to enhance their operations. Senior manage- 
ment posts already identified by Nigeria and agreed to by the 
two heads of state are to be filled without further delay by 
qualified Nigerians. 


On cooperation in the subregion, the two leaders renewed their 
firm support for ECOWAS, and called on member states to 
commit themselves to making the organization a true instrument 
for the development of the West African subregior.. Reviewing 
the situation in the troubled spots of the world, Presidents 
Babangida and Kerekou called for a peaceful settlement of the 
conflict in Western Sahara, based on OAU resolutions. They also 
expressed the strong wish that every effort be made to safeguard 
the sovereignty and independence of Chad. As regards South 
Africa, the two leaders demanded the immediate release of 
Nelson Mandela and all other political prisoners and condemned 
the imprisonment of children by the racist clique in Pretoria. 


Earlier today President Babangida met the Nigerian community 
in Cotonou who asked for financial assistance in building the 
permanent site of the Nigerian International School in the 
Beninese capital. The president said he was impressed by the 
activities of the school and promised government assistance in 
developing it. 


President Babangida has since returned to Abuja where he will 
received the heads of state and governments attending the 
ECOWAS summit opening on Tuesday [7 July]. 


BURKINA FASO 


Bulgarian Communist Party Delegation Arrives 
AB051718 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 5 Jul 87 


[Text] A four-member delegation of the Bulgarian Communist 
Party’s Central Committee arrived in Ouagadougou 4 July. The 
delegation, which is led by Comrade Konstantin Ivanov, deputy 
chief of the economic department of the Bulgarian Communist 
Party Central Committee, was welcomed on arrival by Minister 
of Popular Defense Comrade Boukary Jean-Baptiste Lingani, 
who was acting as minister of external affairs and cooperation. 
The delegation’s visit falls within the framework of promoting 
friendly and bilateral cooperation between our two peoples. In 
that regard, they will hold econemic, political, and technical talks 
with the Burkinabe authorities. Their visit will last until 8 July. 


GHANA 


PNDC Announces District Elections for 1988 
ABO1 2305 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 1 Jul 87 


[Excerpts] A member of the PNDC, Mr Justice D. F. Annan, this 
morning announced guidelines for the district-level elections to 
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be held in the country. At a news conference in Kumasi, he said 
the elections would be held in the last quarter of the next year. 
Before this time, certain prior arrangements might have been 
completed. He said a major step toward the elections had already 
been taken and this is the redemarcation of the country into 110 
instead of 65 political and administrative districts. The National 
Commission for Democracy [NCD] will publicize this new 
demarcation within a forthnight. Up to the end of September this 
year, any petition on the demarcation may be sent to the NCD 
for determination. 


Mr Justice Annan said on | October this year, the NCD, of which 
he is chairman, will begin to register all those qualified to vote in 
the elections. The registration will be completed by the end of 
November, by which time all outstanding issues related to the 
demarcation of districts shall also have been fully resolved. 
[passage omitted] 


Mr Justice Annan said the district assemblies that would emerge 
from the elections would be the highest political and administra- 
tive authority in each district. They will provide guidance and 
give political leadership in the district as well as supervise and 
control other political and administrative authorities in the dis- 
trict. They will have deliberative, legislative, and executive func- 
tions. [passage omitted] 


He said candidates to the assembly would contest the elections 
on their own merits, that is, on the basis of their capacity to 
represent the district effectively and not on behalf of any orga- 
nization. They must, therefore, be ordinarily resident in the 
district and must be at least 18 years old. They must be persons 
of sound mind and must have fulfilled their civic obligations such 
as payment of taxes and rates. 


Mr Justice Annan said 25 qualified voters may nominate a 
candidate, but nobody can nominate more than one candidate. 
While two-thirds of the membership of the assembly will be 
elected by universal adult suffrage, not more than one-third will 
comprise appointed representatives of traditional authorities and 
of the other organizations involved in the productive life of the 
district. [passage omitted] 


Bulgarian Delegation Meets PNDC’s Tsikata 
ABO032117 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 3 Jul 87 


[Text] A three-member delegation from the Communist Party’s 
Central Committee of Bulgaria, now on a 3-day visit to Ghana, 
today paid a courtesy call on the member of the PNDC Captain 
Kojo Tsikata, in Accra. The delegation is in Ghana to establish 
a joint commission for cooperation in the economic, scientific, 
and cultural fields. 


The leader of the delegation, Mr Konstantin Ivanov, told news- 
men later that the visit would help strengthen relations between 
Ghana and Bulgaria. He said there are opportunities for 
broadening cooperation between the two countries. Mr Ivanov 
added that his delegation and Capt Tsikata exchanged a wide 
range of views. 
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LIBERIA 


Cabinet Reduces Taxes, Changes Fiscal Year 
AB062235 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 6 Jul 87 


[Excerpt] Following another session, the cabinet has announced 
immediate reduction in taxes on personal incomes. Mathilda 
Kessely of our staff has the details: 


[Kessely] The cabinet, under the chairmanship of the president, 
Dr Samuel Kanyon Doe, has announced immediate reduction in 
taxes on personal incomes. Effective July 1987, progress and 
development tax is to be cancelled and it shall not be deducted 
from July 1987 salaries. Also as from January 1988, (?sale) tax 
of $50 per adult will no longer be deducted from personal incomes 
(? earnings). 


In another measure designed to streamline fiscal management 
and to improve the efficiency of the budget prospect, the cabinet 
has decided to change the Liberian fiscal year to a calender year 
which is to run from | January to 31 December each year. The 
current budget presently under review will however not be 
adjusted and will continue to be valid until 31 December 1987, 
when a new budget will come into effect. [passage omitted] 


NIGER 


Economic Partners Pledge $350 Million Aid 
ABO022151 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 2 Jul 87 


[Excerpt] Geneva has just hosted the roundtable conference 
between Niger and its major economic partners. During this 
2-day conference, which took place under the auspices of the 
United Nations Development Program and chaired by its admin- 
istrator, William Draper III, the discussions centered mainly on 
the 5-year economic and social development plan that has been 
worked out by our country for the 1987-1991 period. 


In fact, one of the major objectives of this plan is to put our 
country’s economy back onto the growth and development path. 
This is why our economic partners yesterday decided to grant our 
country an annual foreign aid of $350 million until 1991. [passage 
omitted] 
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NIGERIA 


Army Gives Priority to Equipment Maintenance 
ABO11758 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 1 Jul 87 


[Excerpt] It is now the priority of the Nigerian Army to lay 
emphasis on the maintenance of all the existing military 
equipment. Speaking to newsmen on activities to mark the Army 
Day, the public relations officer of 2d Mechanized Division in 
Ibadan, Lieutenant Colonel Frederick Chijuka, said the Army 
was now to discourage the purchasing of new equipment. [passage 
omitted] 


Navy Ships To Congo, Gabon, Zaire, Sierra Leone 
ABO! 1623 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 1 Jul 87 


[Text] Three ships of the Nigerian Navy have set on their first 
international cruise in 11 years. The fleet, with a crew of about 
700 officers and men, is led by Captain Allison Madueke, fleet 
commander of the Western Naval Command. The convoy of 
NNS Aradu, NNS Ofiom, and NNS Enyimiri is visiting Congo 
Brazzaville, Zaire, Gabon, and Sierra Leone. This is the first 
time NNS Aradu is making an international long trip since it was 
commissioned in 1982. The ship only visited Malabo, Equatorial 
Guinea, on a goodwill mission last year. 


Security at Lagos Airport ‘Inadequate’ 
ABO021759 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 2 Jul 87 


[Text] Three ministers today inspected security installations at 
Murtala Muhammed International Airport. They are Colonel 
John Shagaya for internal affairs, Prince Bola Ajibola for justice, 
and Major General Jerry Useni for transport and aviation. The 
tour was arranged to enable the ministers to assess the effective- 
ness of security equipment at the airport and the degree of 
coordination between the various security agencies operating 
there. After the inspection, the ministers described the security 
system at the country’s biggest airport as grossly inadequate. The 
attorney general noted that in spite of the screening machines 
installed at the airport many years ago, drug traffickers still used 
it for their nefarious activities. He suggested the procurement of 
sophisticated equipment capable of detecting and analysing on 
the spot any type of hard drug. The transport and aviation 
minister promised to introduce new security measures to check 
the incidence of drug trafficking. 
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